Water Governance Benchmarking Criteria

Click on each red number in order to link to the corresponding paragraph.

Click again on the red number in order to return to criteria page.

Numbers found next to an article or item title correspond to the entire article or item.
Numbers found next to document title correspond to the entire document.

A. GOVERNANCE FUNCTIONS

1.

Organizing and building capacity in the water sector

1.1  Creating and modifying an organizational structure 1

1.2 Assigning roles and responsibilities 2, 3, 4

1.3  Setting national water policy

1.4 Establishing linkages among sub-sectors, levels, and national sub-regions

1.5 Establishing linkages with neighboring riparian countries

1.6  Building public and political awareness of water sector issues

1.7  Securing and allocating funding for the sector 5

1.8  Developing and utilizing well-trained water sector professionals

Planning strategically

2.1  Collecting, managing, storing and utilizing water-relevant data

2.2 Projecting future supply and demand for water

2.3 Designing strategies for matching expected long-term water supply an
demand and dealing with shortfalls (including drought mitigation strategies)

2.4  Developing planning and management tools to support decision making

Allocating water

3.1 Awarding and recording water rights and corollary responsibilities 6

3.2  Establishing water and water rights transfer mechanisms

3.3  Adjudicating disputes

3.4  Assessing and managing third party impacts of water and water rights
transactions

Developing and managing water resources

4.1  Constructing public infrastructure and authorizing private infrastructure
development

4.2  Forecasting seasonal supply and demand and matching the two

4.3  Operating and maintaining public infrastructure according to established plans
and strategic priorities

4.4  Applying incentives and sanctions to achieve long and short term
supply/demand matching (including water pricing)

4.5  Forecasting and managing floods and flood impacts

Regulating water resources and services

5.1  Issuing and monitoring operating concessions to water service providers

5.2  Enforcing withdrawal limits associated with water rights

5.3  Regulating water quality in waterways, water bodies, and aquifers (including
enforcement)

5.4  Protecting aquatic ecosystems

5.5  Monitoring and enforcing water service standards
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B. GOVERNANCE PROCESS CHARACTERISTICS

1. Transparency.

2. Participation.

3. Accountability and Integrity.
4. Rule of law.

5. Coherency and Integration.
6. Responsiveness.

C. CROSS CUTTING CATEGORIES

1. Water Sources
1.1  Surface water
1.2  Groundwater
1.3  Derivative water (reclaimed, reused, desalinated)

2. Water Uses
2.1 lrrigation 7
2.2 Municipal
2.3 Industrial
2.4 Environmental
2.5  Hydropower
2.6  Fisheries, navigation, recreation
2.7  Other uses (including social, esthetic, and religious uses)
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5 LAW 213/1994: MODIFICATIONS OF THE LAW ON
IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 7

51 General

In 1994, after intense discussions in Parliament during which the draft law was
substantially trimmed down, Law 213/1994 was issued by President Mubarak
on 17 June. The Law lays down for the first time in Egypt a legal basis for
participation of farmers in a number of aspects of water management, albeit
primarily at the mesqa level.

Subsequently the Minister of Public Works and Water Resources has issued the
By-laws detailing above mentioned Law.

5.2 Law 213/1994

Law 213/1994 effects a number of modifications to the Law on Irrigation and
Drainage, including:

Article 1 states that the two terms “Ministry of irrigation” and ‘“Minister of
Irrigation”, wherever mentioned in Law No. 12/1984, are to be substituted by
respectively “Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources” and “Minister of
Public Works and Water Resources”. 1

Article 2 specifies that the articles 20, 64, and 71 of Law No. 12/1984 are
substituted by the following:

Article 20: Based on a report by the competent regional irrigation
inspector, or a complaint by people concerned, about violation of the
preceding article’, the Director General for Irrigation may order his staff
to invite landowners to desalt a canal or drain it, to remove all that
obstructs the flow of water, to carry out maintenance, to repair banks, or
to reconstruct banks before a fixed date; in case of negligence of this
notification, the Department of Irrigation shall carry out the works. The
costs will be collected from the landowners proportional to the size of
the lands which benefit from the irrigation canal or drain. In the costs
shall be included compensation for lands used for the desilting
activities. 2
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Article 64: Authorization for irrigation of new lands is issued by the
competent Irrigation Department. Authorized individuals are obliged to
adopt one of the ways of irrigation indicated in the authorization. In
case of violation of the authorization, the Ministry shall have the right
to develop the irrigation network at the expense of the landowner(s),
and the money shall be collected in accordance with the stipulations in
article 32 of this law. 6

Article 71: For the execution of the dispositions of this chapter, the
Minister of Public Works and Water Resources shall issue a decree
stipulating the conditions for irrigation of the new lands, including
expenses and wages necessary for the conveyance and distribution of
water. The decree will also specify the administrative organization and
use of the improved irrigation system, including the formation of water
associations users with a legal personality at the mesqa level. 3

Article 3: to Law No. 12/1984 shall be added two new articles:

Article 36 bis: The Minister of Public Works and Water Resources
shall organize by decree the management system for and the use by
farmers of the improved field irrigation systems in the old lands where
such systems are adopted. 4

Article 36 bis(1): A special fund shall be established for the financing
of projects related to the development and maintenance of improved
mesqas, for the supervision of implementation thereof, and for the
promotion of awareness with respect to the use of the water. The
resources of that fund are (1) as specified in the state budget, (2) the
loans, donations, and fees paid by the beneficiaries, (3) the investment
of the fund’s assets. The Minister of Public Works and Water resources
shall issue a decree indicating the fund’s regulations, its financial status,
and the constitution of its board of directors. 5

Law 213/1994 was signed on 17th June 1994 by President Husni Mubarak.
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